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the country. People spoke of him as an autocrat. Perhaps he was, but
when we see so many lesser men trying to lay down the law, we can
appreciate the moderation with which, on the whole Pherozeshah
wielded the immense power which he enjoyed.
An ardent lover of progress and liberty, Pherozeshah was strongly
conservative in his outlook on some of the problems of the day. The
love of ordered progress which his well-balanced mind and early
training instilled into him, made him averse to all violent or sudden
changes. Deeply imbued with the teachings of English history, he
had a profound reverence for constitutional forms, and an abiding
faith in the virtue of gradual and peaceful evolution, of " freedom
slowly broadening down from precedent to precedent." Always
making the most of what he got, even if, as invariably happened, it
fell short of what he had fought for, he set himself immediately to
prepare for the next advance. He did not worry about the distant
goal, but strove for what he thought the country was prepared for
and had a right to demand, never- doubting it would achieve its
destiny in the process of time.
Pherozeshah was far and away the greatest political leader India
had known. He never appealed to the masses as did Dadabhai
Naoroji or Tilak, for instance. His hold was mainly over the edu-
cated and thinking section of the people. His impressive presence,
personality and powers of mind dominated all who worked with him
or followed his lead. As was observed of Gladstone, "when he spoke,
he uplifted debate from whatever rut of mediocrity it may have
fallen into. That was the power of the orator. When he sat silent,
his mere presence communicated to the House a sense of dignity and
a moral strength easier to feel than to describe. That was the quality
of the man." It was remarkable how the many gifted men with
whom he was associated in various spheres of public life allowed
their will and judgment to be subordinated to his. The wail of the
Punjab delegate that his personality dominated everybody faithfully
represented the feelings of those who often differed from him, and
yet found themselves helpless in his presence.
This supremacy becomes all the more remarkable when we think
of the men over whom it was exercised. There were some who were
in no way inferior to Pherozeshah in vigour of intellect; there were